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exploitation.    "Her internal  economy   will    be   the   strongest
bulwark against aggression."199

According to Gandhiji, ". . .the weakest State can render .
itself immune from attack if it learns the art of non-violence.
But a small State, no matter how powerfully armed it is, cannot
exist in the midst of a powerful combination of well-armed
States. It has to be absorbed by or be under the protection of one
of the members of such a combination."200

It may perhaps be long before any State can mould itself
according to the principle of non-violence. Gandhiji prescribes
non-violent resistance even to the States which have so far
depended on violence as the means of defence. But a State can
use the non-violent technique only if it cleanses its hands of all
ill-gotten gains, territorial or otherwise.

His prescription to the Abyssinians, the Czechs, the Poles,
the English and other victims of aggression was to refuse to
fight and yet to refuse to yield to the usurper.201 Refusal to
yield means not to bow to the supremacy of the victor and not
to help him to attain his object.202 Thus concerning China he
once remarked, "If the Chinese had non-violence of my concep-
tion, there would be no use left for the latest machinery of
destruction which Japan possesses. The Chinese would say to
Japan, cBring all your machinery, we present half of our popu-
lation to you. But the remaining two hundred millions won't
bend their knee to you.' If the Chinese did that, Japan would
become China's slave.3 3203 It was essential to non-violent resis-
tance, he wrote later, that the Chinese must develop love for
the Japanese in their hearts, not by remembering their virtues,
but in spite of their misdeeds.

When their country was at war, Gandhiji expected the paci-
fists to do nothing to weaken their own Government so as to
compel defeat. "But for fear of so doing they may not miss the
only effective chance they have of demonstrating their undying
faith in the futility of all war. . , .This means that they put their
conscience and truth before their country's so-called interest.
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